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What are Bleeds, and
Why Do | Need Them?

B I d is the term for

ee colour or/and
image that goes to the edge of Example showing Bleed, Trim, & minimum Safety Margins.
the paper. Bleed is the picture or
other graphic extends 1/8" (0.125")
beyond the edge of the page and
excess image or colour is cut off as
part of finishing process.

0.125" Text Safe Margin ———

Text or images that are not meant No text beyond this line

to be trimmed off the edge of your
final printed piece must be 1/8"-
1/4" (0.125" — 0.25") from the edge
of your layout (also known as
Safe). Items placed 1/8" (0.125")

or closer are in danger of being Trim Edge ——j}
trimmed off or showing inconsistent Actual cut line

margins. . . .
of final trim size
In the example right, bleed area

(shown here in blue) extends
0.125" beyond trim edge of page
(represented here by the red

line). The document size is equal 0.125" Bleed ——H
to final trim size in most cases. Ensures ink coverage goes to

Create bleed is to simply make the final trim size & extend any

certain that image or graphic art, pictures or other graphics

extends off edge of the page to a 0.125" b d the tri d

distance of 1/8" (0.125) wherever - eyon e tnm edge

you want image or colour to be at

edge of trim.
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How to Create a Bleed?

INDESIGN

Set your bleed in Document Setup
menu to 1/8" (0.125") on all four sides.

New Document

ILLUSTRATOR

Document Preset: |[Custom] v| & W
Intent: [Print | Set your bleed in Document Setup
Number of Pages: [ Facing Pages menu to 1/8" (0.125") on all four sides.
Start Page #: [ Primary Text Frame
New Document
— Page Size: |Letter vy
Width: [5{8.5in | Orientation: [&]| (& Name:  Untiled-1 |
Height: E 7Pmﬁle:| [Custom] -|,
NumberofAnboards:
— Columns = =
nmber 1] cuner Efoserin g .
i Width: Units:
— Margins | ]
Top: Soin | lef: Foin | | Height:[11in | Orientation:
Bottom: [2oin | &l Right: [Hoin | jion ECIE Left Right
EI g EI Bleed: [5]0.125in | [2fo.125in | [Eo.125in | [2{o125in | @
— w Bleed and Slug | v CHEEL L
Top Bottom Left Right [ Color Mode: | CMYK -] .
Bleed: [0.125in | [0.125in | [0.125in | [0.125in | [@] |- - Raster Effects: | High (300 ppi) M
slug: [0in | [oin | [0in | [oin | :0: : Preview Mode: | Default v K
["] Align New Objects to Pixel Grid
[ Preview [ cancel || oK | . N
R |
Make certain the image or graphic ‘
extends off edge of the page to a R I I . Mak tain the | hi
distance of 1/8" (0.125) wherever you . . et ake certain the image or graphic
want something to bleed. * Ti p! - . extends off edge of the page to a
: ) ) . distance of 1/8" (0.125) wherever you
. Click the chain . want something to bleed.

. symbol on the .

. right to make all .

. four sides the .
same value.
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How to Create a Bleed?

PHOTOSHOP Make sure any photographs or

backgrounds you want to bleed go all
Creating layout entirely in Photoshop  the way to outer edge of document
you must make document 0.25" (0.125" past guidelines). After printing
larger overall than final trim size we trim off that extra 0.125".
in both height and width. In other
words, you must build 0.125" bleed
directly into your document.

* Untitled-1 @ 25% (Layer 1, CMYK/8) *
3 H 4 3

For example: if the final size is

8.5" x 11" make your document 8.75"
x 11.25". Draw guides on layout that
are 0.125" from edges all the way
around.

New
Name: | Untitled-1 | | oK |
Preset: | Custom g " Cancel |
Width: |8.75 | [ Inches | Delete Preset...
Height: |11.25 | Inches g
Resolution: | 300 || Pixels/Inch ]
Color Mode: | CMYK Color | | 8 bit ¢
Background Contents: | Transparent a Image Size:

33.8M
Advanced

Color Profile: | Working CMYK: Coated GRACoL 2... =

ar

Pixel Aspect Ratio: | Square Pixels
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